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August 20, 2016 
 
 
Dear Participants, 
  
I am delighted to welcome each of you to the University of South Florida and to the 2016 
North South Foundation National Finals. 
  
Making it to the national finals is a significant accomplishment and reflects an impressive 
dedication to scholarship and the pursuit of academic distinction, traits that will serve you 
well as you continue to pursue your educational and future professional goals. 
  
I invite you to take time during your visit to explore our beautiful campus and discover 
why USF is so often the first choice of high-academic achievers. A global research 
university situated in a major metropolitan city, USF offers a unique academic experience 
providing students with opportunities to study within an interdisciplinary environment, 
conduct undergraduate research, and access to real-world and relevant career 
preparedness opportunities.   
  
I hope your time here is enjoyable and informative, and I wish you luck with your 
competitions and success in all your future endeavors. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ralph C. Wilcox, Ph.D.  
Provost and Executive Vice President 
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